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THE GRECO-ROMAN WORLD

Transverse Mercator Projection

Geographical Equivalents
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NINTH CENTURY B.C. i

Homer probably lived during the ninth century B.C. either in Chios
or Smyrna. His poetry reflected geographica cc&nc?ts of his day
and influenced man's mind for centruries. Homeric Greeks feared
the sea and their shipping was mostly coastwise. Their world was
a round, flat disk and the heavens a dome supported by Atlas.

. mountain

Mons,

SCALE 1:20,000,000 OR 316 MILES TO THE INCH
200 300 400 500 60D 700 800 900
STATUTE MILES

o 100 200 300 400 500 €00 700 BOO 500 1000
KILOMETERS

-m Empire of Rome at the time of Trajan
Greek Settlements

100 1000

o

———

-~ [328BEN Empire of Alexander the Great

Phoenician Settlements

5,

I NI NININININININININININI NI NININININININININININININININI NS

: Founded by Rom
N TS, A8 B 3
Terminus of Postumian Wit W

[} szia .|r_:v}'_ ."H'.Tmna,rr. w

atullus Roman poet

born here 84 ac born here 59 8¢

GULF OF VENICE

{Parentium) Pore
Greek colony built g Fo

estuary gk ; 3 - i " iy )
nw!:m?afﬂmr}'ﬁf._ il | Mo Iy g it u 5, K e P o .
es inland , it ; f — oﬂ ' E | i % A ! i LIS gl

rsemrnpninﬁgnf
infa)

 Trinacria

[Sicily]

g

Brlond:i :
{Pola) Py I ¥

f‘ ;
v A
by Ifyrians M

i i
./ (Lotus Eaters)

destroyed in Civil Wars, v

wmatchemheﬂi

rebuift .!:lljr AU'Q'U‘I tiis
_____ 5 ( 1 i L : ok J&= é - Rdvenna KPM
! % ‘ “~Northern naval base of Augustus. o

= .. tia) Misenum was southern hase
e
. F Rubi e
Rubica) = 085S Rubu:an"rmssa'n_g
I.. + ® -f I =

%h;m 49 BC

P {Pisas) Pt M- Panta Plautis. Bdmandiam,
Roman frontips fortress g3 : ; o dramatizt

: : Dy g & apout 284 B
Agamst the L rians J Mrbino,

" - ;

fer destruction
" Hal".'m:baﬁ,_- War

TheWORLD of HERODOTUS

FIFTH CENTURY B.C.

Herodotus was born at Halicarnassus in 484 B.C. He traveled
extensively and accumulated a vast amount of historical and
geographical material. He belonged to the Pythagorean school
credited by most scholars with “originating the concept of a
spherical earth. but his works suggest a flat world.
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The WORLD of STRABO

FIRST CENTURY A.D.

Strabo was born at Amasia in Asia Minor about 63 B.C. His work
is a storehouse of information on historical geography, but it is
difficult to construct a map incorporating his ideas.Strabo’s world,
compiled from reports of travelers, represents the extent of carto-
graphic knowledge at dawn of the Christian Era.
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Heart of an Expanding World
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“We . . .live. . . like ants or frogs about a E
ond. . ..” Thus the Greeks came to realize E
ow their home sea dwarfed them, as they A
wrestled to define a “very large” earth not ¥

with mythology but with science. In Homer’s
time the notion of a flat disk prevailed. Thales
of Miletus argued about 585 B.C. that the disk
floated on water. Anaximander envisioned a
cylinder crowned by a disk of inhabited land,
while Anaximenes proposed a rectangle

hovering on compressed air. Pythagoras
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