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GREAT PEOPLES OF THE PAST

WAR AND PEACE

Always on display near the
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UT OF THE HEART of Asia they rode,as  might total more than 100,000 fighting men, were

invincible as a force of nature. In divided into tumens, or divisions of 10,000s0l- = @ SR G w NG R SSReen L ¢ xets T B W e TR el W e B 0 L Naees o 0 D SRS SRR ey T BT
huge columns of men and beasts,  diers. With perhaps four times that number of '
they poured across the Eurasian family members in tow, each would have equaled e
steppe: slow and menacing when  a midsize medieval city in population. When e
moving en masse, swift as lightning during an the great khan went to war, as depicted here, =~ . &/
attack. They were the Mongols, the dominating his tumen traveled Well behmd those of the ' B
military force of the 13th century. War was their = strike force.. _ &
profession, as well as theirdestiny. - Large as they were, Mongol ﬂI’II'tIES prevaﬂed e f; o "
Horsemen without equal, they were undeterred over even larger forces in China, the Middle East) . H
by the vast expanses of uncharted terrain that and Europe, History had rarely seen their like in R
elsewhere daunted the medieval mind. Travehng battle; they combined cunning with advanced e
at the rate of a hundred miles a day, Mnngol ~ training, logistics, and weaponry. With technol-- o
scouts could gather intelligence ata speed un-  ogy borrowed from Persians, Arabs, and Chinese, = S
rivaled in their time. Fully deployed, however, they became ternfymgly effmzent at 51ege warfare, = Kiinwsane

the Mongols moved slowly. Their armies, which ~ and c1ty after c&ty fell befﬁrefth_
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On the Road to War With the Great Khan |

F‘_urtéhle courty the khan's golden ger Justifying privileges for his most
was a strictly governed administrative trusted bodyguards, he declared:

center when it was set up for the night “The night-guards watch over my
after a day of trundling acrose the golden life ”

steppes. In the anonymously written A city on the move, a 10,000-man
Secret History of the Mongols, Genghis Mongol tumen might extend 50 miles
Khan reportedly prescribed a rigid pro-  across the countryside. Along with their

tocol for all activities within the royal families and about 40,000 remounts,
confines, including the serving of the horsemen brought with them an
koumiss, fermented mare's milk, a even larger number of livestock, includ-
Mongol staple. The ger was always ing pack animals and huge herds of

positioned so that its door faced south, sheep and goats. Stopping four times a
and visitors were always made to stand day to milk their animals, the armed

on the west wall. force might move no more than five
“Entering into and going from the miles in 24 hours. In war, tumens com-

palace-tent,” said Genghis, “must ing from different directions could

be regulated by the night-guards.” eventually converge into an army of

100,000 or more.
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Logistic support horsermen, 10,000 in horses are available Milk, meat, and wool
- includes 75,000 oxen units of 100, surround for hard-riding cav- are provided by

and camels, 2,000 col- the caravanina alrymen. 100,000 sheep and

lapsible ger, 10,000 screening formation. 10,000 goats.

infaritry, 40,000 family :

members.
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1206-1227

GENGHIS KHAN

Forging an Empire

Convinced that it was heaven’s will
that he should unite the world by
force, the first great leader of the
Mongols almost single-
handedly launched an
empire. Forging a power-
ful army from the nomad
tribes of his region, he
first led them against the
urban societies south of
the Gobi desert. After
beginning a protracted
campaign against the Jin

1 3TH-CENTURY CHINESE PORTRAIT

were left in ruins, their inhabitants
slaughtered, their wealth plun-
dered. While Genghis carried the
campaign south toward
India, his generals Jebe
and Subedei undertook
an expedition unrivaled
since the days of Alexan-
der the Great. Circling
the Caspian Sea, they left
a trail of dead Georgians,
Russians, Turks, and oth-
er hapless peoples. Re-

empire, he then turned wmossesscemuseum.ree  sponding to a Tangut up-

his attention west. The worst of
his fury was spent against the
Khwarizm Muslims of Central
Asia, where a string of great cities

1229-1241

rising, Genghis returned east to Xi
Xia, where he died near its capi-
tal—but not before ordering his
soldiers to take no prisoners.

OGODEI

Storming Into Europe

The great consolidator, Genghis's
chosen successor, Ogodei, brought
an administrator’s touch to his
father’s vast empire. Though his
younger brother, Tolui, surpassed
him in bravery, Ogodei was the
most able of Genghis’s

steppes for the west, Ogodei stayved
behind to supervise the building of
a splendid new Mongol capital at
Karakorum.

Suddenly the great khan was
no longer a nomad warrior but a
sedentary figure soaking

four principal sons. He up plundered culture. A
knew how to marshal self-indulgent man with
authority and to handle a fondness for alcohol,
his willful brothers. Un- Ogodei attended to af-
der Ogodei the Mongols fairs of state and easy
penetrated as far west as pleasures in his new
they ever would, clamp- palace while his armies
ing the notorious Mongol stormed across the con-
yoke over much of Rus- tinent. Under the brilliant

sia. His first years were | iwumr cnmeseronmar  leadership of his nephew
occupied with quelling "romsercenusssL el Batu, Mongol power

new assertions of sovereignty in
the Muslim Middle East, invading
Korea, and—most important—fin-
ishing the Mongol conquest of
northern China. In 1236, when his
army set off across the northern

1246-1259

marched westward, smashing the
forces of Christendom in Poland
and Hungary. Only the death of
Ogodei stayed the Mongol hand,
which was poised to strike Vienna
in 1241.

GUYUK AND MONGKE

Rampage Through Asia

Two powerful widows tried to
keep the throne in Ogodei’s family,
between them ruling as regents for
a total of eight years—before and
after the khanate of Ogodei's son
Guyuk (1246-48).
Challenged by
his cousin Batu,
khan of the Gold-
en Horde, Guy-
uk marched west
for a showdown
but died en
route. Balu's re-
fusal to support

excesses of the Mongol court.
Under his rule commerce flowered,
and it was said that a maiden with
a pot of gold on her head could
walk the length and breadth of his
realm unharmed.

But Mongke
too was a con-
queror. He sent
his brother Hu-
lagu on a ram-
page through
western Asia to
deal the final
deathblow to the

PAINTENGS BY WILLIAM H. BOND

any offspring of
Ogodei’s becoming khan opened
the succession to the house of Tolui
and the enthronement of Mongke,
Tolui's eldest son, in 1251.

A great general and tireless
reformer, Mongke trimmed the

1206-1368

Abbasid cali-
phate. Another brother, Kublai, led
the Mongol assault against the last
free bastion of Chinese civilization:
the Southern Song empire. While
directing a raid against Hezhou in
1259, Mongke fell ill and died.

THE GREAT KHANS

Legacy of the Hordes

Genghis Khan bequeathed to his
sons portions of his empire and
armies to support them. By Ku-
blai's time these lands were four
nearly autonomous khanates ruled
by Genghis’s grandsons: the khan-
ate of the house of Chaghatai,

the Ilkhanate of Hulagu, Berke's
Golden Horde, and Kublai's own
eastern kingdom, ruled under the
auspices of his Yuan dynasty,
which lasted until peasant upris-
ings spawned the native Ming
dynasty in 1368.

Copyright © 1996 National Geographic Society, Washington, D.C. Frinted October 1996
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BSCURE TRIBES of illiterate nomads,
the Mongols were the last of a long

line of invaders from the steppes g Durfnghrhe tf:;e of Ma?g?(f tdhreat ;o
: . urope, Christendom was locked in a bitter
north of China. So ap{}calyptlc was rivalry between its popes in Rome and the

the Mongol climax to this warlike tradition that emperor of the Holy Roman Empire,
even Attila and the Huns paled in comparison. fﬁ;ﬁﬂfﬁx j”;ﬂ?:;jf::;ﬁ
While the Mongol khans and their generals were against the invaders.
drawing and quartering half of Asia, Europe
quaked—but escaped subjugation with the loss
of only a few armies. China remained under the
Mongol yoke, in whole or in part, for more than
a century, Russia for more than two. Accounts
of the barbarity of the Mongols are staggering:
Untold millions died by their hands. The world
would not again see such wholesale massacres

until the technological wars of the 20th century.
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