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348 LABOUR/LE TRAVAIL 

tinuity of the public institution of mar 

riage. A very distinct break occurs in the 

book when the 20th century is discussed. 

It is then that Cott argues that the political 
and moral usefulness of marriage gave 

way to a public emphasis on the economic 

significance of the institution. The study 
is then brought to the present by declaring 
that an emphasis on individual rights and 
freedoms has toppled marriage as "the 

preeminent pillar of the state." (199) 
These changes do appear in the law and 

the political rhetoric, but to what extent 

did the public role of marriage really 

change? Certainly the economic role of 

marriage in the earlier period was signifi 
cant to its public role, and as Cott recog 
nizes in the final chapter, marriage still 

appears in the present day as having polit 
ical and moral significance. Marriage was 

appealed to as nationally significant in the 

political rhetoric as recently as 2001. On 

11 October 2001, in the aftermath ofthe 
terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001, 
President Bush claimed that "Many peo 

ple are reassessing what's important in 

life. Moms and dads are not only reassess 

ing their marriage and the importance of 

their marriage, but ofthe necessity of lov 

ing their children like never before." This 

connection among marriage, parenting, 
and children takes on a citizenship ele 

ment when the same address claims that 

the attacks on Americans have gone a long 

ways towards helping "parents develop 

good character in their children and to 

strengthen the spirit of citizenship and 

service to our communities." Although 
the emphasis in political rhetoric and law 

may shift, there is much continuity in the 

public role of marriage in the US. Mar 

riage is explained as an institution that 

"prescribes duties and dispenses privi 

leges," (2) and although the emphasis on 

these duties and privileges does change, 

significantly there is still much that is 

consistent. 

Marriage is a multi-faceted topic, 
with extensive implications for the politi 

cal, economic, religious, and social reali 

ties ofthe society in which it is practiced. 

Nancy Cott has courageously undertaken 

an exploration of these diverse implica 
tions and has been successful in illustrat 

ing the important public role that mar 

riage has played in American society. 
Public Vows is sure to inspire many other 

studies that explore marriage as a public 
institution. Incorporating this perspective 
is critical for an understanding of how 

marriage has come to be understood and 

practiced. Anyone interested in marriage 
will greatly benefit from reading this 

study. 

Janay Nugent 

University of Guelph 

Kathryn Mills with Pamela Mills, eds., C. 

Wright Mills 
? 

Letters and Autobio 

graphical Writings (Berkeley: University 
of California Press, 2000) 

THIS IS AN INSIGHTFUL book, well 
suited to reading in this post-11 Septem 
ber era. C.W. Mills was "an intellectual 

hero of the New Left, a model of the en 

gaged academic," and a "passionate pub 
lic citizen" who "wrote to be read beyond 
the academy." In the post-World War II 

years, Mills' lucid writings appealed to 

Americans who were trying to make sense 

of events in the 1950s: the Cold War, 

McCarthyism, the threat of nuclear war, 

and anxieties over Cuba. I found it very 
readable and personal. I recommend it for 

two types of readers: those who are not fa 

miliar with C.W. Mills, but who are inter 

ested in a review of his work, and those 

who know his works but who want to 

know more about his innermost thoughts 
as he wrote. 

This book, compiled by Mills' two 

daughters, sketches his private thoughts 

through correspondence with friends, 

family, colleagues, and publishers. We 

read Mills' reflections as he writes his 

many books and articles, including his fa 

mous trilogy New Men of Power (1951, on 

labour), White Collar (1956, on the mid 
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die class), and The Power Elite (1959, on 
the upper class of decision makers). 

In his letters Mills details his gruel 
ling daily schedules, his reactions to re 

views of his works, his disagreements 
with researchers such as Lazarsfeld and 

Daniel Bell, and his hobbies (building and 

renovating houses, riding and repairing 
his motorcycle). We follow Mills through 
his short life, his three marriages, his vari 

ous academic postings, and his writing. 
We come to know his candid thoughts on a 

variety of topics, his hopes and his frustra 

tions. 

Mills gradually honed his writing 
skills to appeal to a broader non-academic 

audience in order to try and help people 
make connections between their private 
lives and what was happening in the 

world. With The Causes of World War 
Three (a plea for the end of the nuclear 

arms race) and Listen Yankee (a report on 

the Cuban Revolution firsthand) Mills de 

veloped a large readership. Many sought 
Mills' writings for insight on issues of 

war and peace, foreign policy, and their 

lives. 

Mills was continually trying to im 

prove his analysis and writing, and seek 

ing a critique of his work by close friends, 

including Robert Merton and Hans Gerth. 

He collaborated with Gerth in the transla 

tion of some of Weber's works and was 

highly critical of Parsons' translation of 

Weber. "(T)he son of a bitch translated it 

so as to take all the guts, the radical guts, 
out of it, whereas our translation doesn't 

do that!" (53) 
Unhappy teaching at the University of 

Maryland, Mills moved on to Columbia 

University, doing quantitative research 

for Paul Lazarsfeld in the Bureau of Ap 

plied Social Research on the famous 

Decatur study of influence and mass com 

munications. It seems strange given 
Mills' later works that he would work for 

Lazarsfeld, who was the epitome of a 

"captive academic." Lazarsfeld, as Todd 

Gitlin has argued, had a knack at gather 

ing research funds, creating "uneasy but 

mutually indispensable partnerships" be 

tween universities, corporations, and 

foundations. The Decatur study created 

an awakening in Mills. Lazarsfeld, Gitlin 

wrote in 1978, became "alarmed at the 

reach and populist edge of Mills' rheto 
ric." When he tried to make Mills rewrite 

his analysis, Mills quit. "Thank God, I 

feel secure enough to resist this silly dom 

ination and manipulation of his.... I've 

worked on that crap more than on any 
other book with which I have been associ 

ated.... I'd rather not be associated with it. 

To hell with professional acclaim I lose. 

Nothing is worth the continual feeling 
that you're not your own man." (172) 

In The Power Elite (1956), Mills de 
scribed the interlocking power relation 

ships between the economic, political, 
and military elites in the US, a concept 

which was "far from accepted knowl 

edge." (189) Eisenhower did not express 
his concerns about "the growing mili 

tary-industrial complex" until he left of 

fice in 1961. (189) While The Saturday 
Review referred to Mills as a successor to 

Thorstein Veblen, in general Mills was 

disappointed with the reviews of The 
Power Elite. "NOBODY REALLY TAKES 

IT SERIOUSLY ... they trivialize my stuff 

horribly ... I worked pretty hard on this 

and then it goes into this vacuum. I can 

only hope that somehow enough people 

get it into their hands to read it... (It does 

seem to sell ...)." (201-2) 
Mills' 1954 lecture for the CBC and 

University of Toronto could have been 

written for the times we now live in: 

(We are trying to be) rational in an epoch of 

enormous irrationality. The more we 

understand what is happening in the world, 
the more frustrated we often become, for our 

knowledge leads to feelings of 

powerlessness.... We feel that we are living 
in a world in which the citizen has become a 

mere spectator or a forced actor, and that our 

personal experience is politically useless and 

our political will a minor illusion. Very 
often the fear of total, permanent war 

paralyzes the kinds of morally oriented 

politics which might engage our interests 
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and our passions ... ours is a time when ... 

atrocity on a mass scale has become 

impersonal and official; moral indignation as 

a public fact has become extinct.... We see 

that the people at the top often identify 
rational dissent with political mutiny, loyalty 

with blind conformity and freedom of 

judgment with treason. 

We feel that irresponsibility has become 

organized in high places and that clearly 
those in charge of the historic decisions of 

our time are not up to them. But what is 

more damaging to us is that we feel that 

those on the bottom ... make no real demands 

upon those in power. (185) 

Mills called on his audience to reject 
"the official myths and unofficial distrac 

tions." (186) He argued "we can only truly 

belong to organizations which we have a 

real part in building and maintaining, di 

rectly and openly and all of the time." 

(187) 
Mills become close friends with 

Ralph Miliband, a Marxist scholar who 

introduced him to members of the "New 

Left" in Britain and Europe in the late 

1950s. He met with dissenting socialist 

intellectuals in Poland in a "time of grow 

ing ferment against the repressive So 

viet-style government." (241) Mills' visit 

to Poland and Yugoslavia "deepened" his 

own socialism and "hardened" his atti 

tude "towards the triviality and formalism 

of much 'social science' in the US." (241) 
Amidst growing tensions between the US 

and the Soviet Union, he began to write 

letters to an imaginary friend (Tovarich) 
in the Soviet Union. 

Mills cast himself as a "spiritual 

Wobbly 
... the opposite of a bureaucrat, 

one who doesn't like bosses 
? 

capitalis 
tic or communistic ... he wants everyone 
else to be, his own boss at all times under 

all conditions and for any purposes they 

may want to follow up." (252) He argued 
that you "can use your mind and your sen 

sibilities to try and make fate less unjust... 
this is the choice I have made." (253) He 
saw this as the "moral root of socialism," 

and defined a "radical" as "one who re 

fuses to accept injustice as fate and whose 

refusal takes active political and cultural 

forms ... 
politics and culture of a radical 

kind have to do with modifications of a 

society and so with the control of fate, as 

history and as biography." (254) 
In the late 1950s in the midst ofthe 

Cold War, Mills was daring and forth 

right. In "Program for Peace" (1957) he 
called for the abandonment ofthe produc 
tion of nuclear weapons, the recognition 
of China and all other "Communist-type 
states" and the development of worldwide 

educational and cultural-exchange pro 

grams. In "A Pagan Sermon to the Chris 

tian Clergy" he criticized Christian lead 

ers for failing to effectively oppose the 
arms race. 

Mills had continual money problems 

throughout his working life. In 1959 he 
was turned down for funding by every 
foundation to which he applied to. "I'm 

just off the list. So to hell with them." 

(274) Mills saw his writing as political ac 

tion, and he was angry that intellectuals 

became easily intimidated, instead of ex 

ercising their freedom. He argued that 

"we must not underestimate what even a 

small circulation of ideas can do, espe 

cially 
... comical and inane ideas ... our 

chief weapons ... are audacity and laugh 
ter." ( 280). Perhaps the Raging Grannies 

take their cue from Mills. 

With McCathyism, Mills argued that 
academics should have come together to 

form a common front, a plan of attack, and 

forced local news editors to pay attention. 

They should have laughed at McCarthy 
. 

"Laugh to reveal what he (McCarthy) 
truly was: a ridiculous and silly little man, 

an opportunist without principles or 

brains." (299) 
After 11 September 2001, the Ameri 

can Council of Trustees and Alumni 

(ACTA) created a list that is being com 

pared to McCarthy-era blacklisting. The 

list includes the names of people who 

have made what are perceived to be 

anti-American statements on US college 

campuses. Professors are being called 
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"the weak link in America's response to 

the attack." 

Mills'"Letterto the New Left" (1960) 
was one of his most well known essays. He 

provided notes on direct non-violent ac 

tion in Poland, Hungary, and Russia. In 

Listen Yankee (1960) he wrote about a Cu 
ban revolutionary trying to communicate 

with his US neighbours about Cuban life 
under Batista, the negative impact of US 

policies toward Cuba's and the accom 

plishments of Castro's revolution, espe 

cially in education and healthcare. Mills 

saw the Cuban revolutionary as a social 

ist, not a communist. He felt that if the Cu 

bans were properly helped they would 

have a good chance. The FBI were con 

cerned that his book would disarm and 

confuse public opinion, and it tried to get 
writers to refute Mills' arguments. Book 

sales boomed but a death threat followed, 
and a lawsuit by former Cuban busi 

nesses. 

Stressed and exhausted, Mills suf 

fered a heart attack just before a sched 

uled TV debate on his book. In April 1961, 
Cuban exiles, who had been recruited and 

trained in the US, invaded the Bay of Pigs. 
Mills was dismayed by the silence of aca 

demics on the US violation of neutrality 
laws. "(T)He one thing I have learned 

from the entire experience is a terrible 

thing: that the moral cowardice of the 

American intelligentsia is virtually com 

plete. I don't of course mean that they 
should agree with me, but I do demand 

that they face the moral ambiguity; indeed 

agony is not too strong a word, which any 
violence involves." (328) Mills died the 

following year, only 45 years old. In his 

eulogy, Hans Gerth commented on Mills' 

trilogy that it "was the first attempt of an 

American sociologist to answer the ques 

tion, whence did we come, where are we 

going, who are we?" (340) Miliband 
noted "he was on the Left, but not of the 

Left ... he occupied a unique position in 

American radicalism." (341) 

Although I had studied and knew the 
works that Mills criticized (i.e. Bell, 

Lazarsfeld, and Parsons) I had never been 

formally introduced to Mills except in 
"The Promise" (from Sociological Imagi 

nation). Like Mills, I have been disillu 

sioned by sociologists' often obtuse way 
of writing, the reverence given to number 

crunching, and the failure of many (in 

cluding other academics besides sociolo 

gists) to be engaged in studying issues rel 
evant to the here and now. Dorothy 
Smith's writing complements Mills' 

work, in her analysis of how the "relations 

of ruling" control and coordinate our ev 

eryday/everynight lives, and how we get 

caught up in letting this happen. 
Chomsky's writing in general also com 

plements Mills' work. However, Mills is 

by far the most lucid writer, and he wrote 

in a vivid way to appeal to a broader group 
of readers. 

Ella Haley 
Athabasca University 

John E. Archer, Social Unrest and Popu 
lar Protest in England, 1780-1840 (Cam 

bridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2000) 

THIS BOOK is published in the Economic 

History Society series entitled "New 

Studies in Economic and Social History," 
and like other works in that series it is in 

tended as a concise and authoritative 

guide to current interpretations of key 
themes. The subject of popular protest is a 

major area for teaching and research, and 

Archer-'s book is an extremely welcome 

and engaging addition to the literature. 

The historiography has for some time 

needed bringing together and synthesis 

ing, and the book is all the more worth 

while for achieving that. It covers all the 

main subjects one would expect: with 

chapters on the historiography, sources 

and methods, agricultural protest, food ri 

ots, industrial protest, political protest, 

policing, a chapter assessing the "revolu 

tionary" potential ofthe unrest, and a con 

clusion that considers how research could 

further develop these themes. 
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