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students of education, and that intention will very probably be realized. His examples 
and exercises are drawn almost exclusively from educational data, and hence will 
not compete in interest with the examples in equally parochial books long used 
in psychology. His discussions of distribution-theory are one JND better than those 
of any comparable book, but the above considerations still determine against its 
use in other fields. 

On the physical side, both books are attractive. Adams' publisher has provided 
the larger type, but this reviewer had difficulty in resolving some of Adams' tiny 
subscripts and superscripts in the usual reading posture. Authors of books on 
mathematical subjects should hold a general conference with all book-designers to 

attempt to reduce the inverse correlation between the complexity of equations and 
the size of type used in them. Otherwise the day will come when all their readers 
will be holding individual conferences with eye-specialists. Typographical errors 

appear to be rare in these books. This reviewer found none in Adams' and only 
two in Cornell's, although both might give trouble: the bar indicating a general 
mean has been left off one of the Xs in equation 12.16, and also in the first 

paragraph on page 280. 
Each of the authors has accomplished his stated objectives. Because of the 

restrictions Cornell has placed on his audience, people interested in training re- 
search workers outside the field of education will find his book of little help. 
Because Adams represents a new departure, it will be the rare scientist, doubling 
as a teacher of statistics, who will be able to help students get all that is to be 
gotten from his book, but happy will be those trainers of scienists whose students 
have mastered such a book before they begin graduate study. 

University of Pennsylvania JAMES C. DIGGORY 

The Power Elite. By C. WRIGHT MILLS. New York, Oxford University Press, 
1956. Pp. 423. 

The earnest thinking and reappraisal of the problems of political democracy fol- 

lowing on the heels of the first world war gave us Walter Lippmann's Public Opinion. 
The Power Elite is the volume appearing in the period after the second world war 
most likely to be remembered for providing the sound social and political insights so 
necessary if we are to keep our political perceptions abreast of the rapid pace with 
which events are transforming the social facts we belatedly perceive. Since only in 
the now-fictitious, fairy-tale, 18th-century democracy does the public know facts 
and arrive at decisions, Professor Mills sets himself the task of discovering pre- 
cisely who today make the decisions that have major consequences for the political, 
economic, and military future and fate of the United States. The decision-makers 
he calls the "power elite," for they are to be found at the apex of the power- 
hierarchy in each of the specified areas of national life. 

The appearance of this volume, just when we are beginning to learn something 
of the fantastic consequences of individual decisions at the apex of the power- 
pyramid in Russia, could hardly have been more appropriately timed. Professor 
Mills does not champion a theory of history as revolving about specific individuals, 
yet he recognizes (and it is high time we all did) that we are moving into a 
period of history in which the potentialities inherent in decisons made at the top 
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of the power-ladder are increasingly significant for every man-jack of us. The 

myth of the impersonal character of historical events is becoming dangerous. The 
wielders of power much prefer to hide their decisions and machinations behind 
the anonymity of Manifest Destiny, the Will of the People, or the National Will, 
but no social science worthy of the name, not even a respectable history, can 

longer take refuge in such dodges. Professor Mills asks point-blank where critical 
decisions are made and who makes them. He finds the answers in none of the 
traditional concepts of Class, nor of the Sixty Families, nor in a Managerial Revo- 
lution. Instead, he points to the big rich and to those in control of the giant corpo- 
rations, to the higher echelons of the political hierarchy, and the top levels of the 

military bureaucracy (all three of which he finds increasingly interlocking and inter- 

changeable in personnel). 
Who are to be found in the positions at the apex of the power-pyramids in 

each of these three dominant social dimensions? Here we have clearly pointed out 
to us their origins in the 'correct' private schools and colleges, their far-above- 
chance derivation from proper families, businesses, professions, political, and re- 
ligious allegiances. Yet the gates are not wholly closed to those who successfully 
overcome the handicap of not having the proper origins, and who, by the very 
force of traits and accomplishments, come to hew out a place of power for them- 
selves. No degree of 'correct' origin can wholly substitute for the qualities necessary 
for the extension of a power-area in a world in which power-relations are always 
fluid, but origin does have an impressive total effect on the final statistics of attain- 
ment to the power positions. 

The author emphasizes, and correctly, the changing status of the various power- 
hierarchies in the current social scene. The depression-thirties put a quite different 
pattern of personalities into the top echelons of the political power-structure which 
was then clearly playing the dominant role, what with Big Business being in the 
doghouse because of the business-slump and unemployment. The recent wars have, 
for the first time in a period of peace, put the military brass into the top power- 
trinity, where they are putting their imprint most profoundly upon the whole Ameri- 
can culture. They have sold us the military definition of reality; they are riding 
high, and (not to be forgotten) they step readily into the top levels of both the 
political and industrial world in a culture increasingly dominated by military per- 
ceptions, values, and arms-contracts. The economic prosperity resulting from federal 
spending has given us a crop of political office-holders whose values and points 
of view adjust easily to those of the military mind. 

No review could possibly do justice to the author's masterly analyses of the 
various elites and their interlocking relationships: The Metropolitan 400, The 
Corporate Rich, The Very Rich, The Warlords, and the Political Directorate. The 
Celebrities are depicted as providing safe and innocuous distractions for the Mass 
Society. Their chummy relationships with the various elites, their role in catalyzing 
a mass-acceptance of the values of the elite, are clearly and bitingly set forth. The 
old 'theory of balance' as an account of the ruling process in a democratic society 
is dismissed with the verdict that it is useful today only as a moral device invoked 
by privileged groups to justify and to maintain their dominant positions. In their 
retreats in the face of assaults by political primitives, educators and liberals have 
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been reduced to defending liberties in the abstract instead of practicing them in 
the concrete. There is more than a little basis for that charge. 

The chapters on The Conservative Mood and The Higher Immorality are as 
effective polemical writing as has appeared in many a day. The thesis advanced is 
that a demagogic and stupid conservatism is riding high and undoing as many 
of the liberal gains of the pre-war decade as possible. This conservatism glorifies its 
own materialism while denouncing that of the communistic enemy. Such organ?a- 
tion as it has is directed to the promotion of its own vested interests, giving us not 
an intelligent social leadership but an "organized irresponsibility." The volume 
should be required reading for all college administrative officers. 

New York University GEORGE B. VETTER 

Mysterium Coniunctionis: Untersuchung iiber die Trennung und Zusammensetzung 
der seelischen Gegensdtze in der Alchemie. I. By C. G. JUNG with the collaboration 
of M.-L. VON FRANZ. Zurich, Rascher Verlag, 1955. Pp. xv, 284. 

Studien zur analytischen Psychologie C. G. Jungs. From the C. G. JUNG InSTITUTE. 

Zurich, Rascher Verlog, 1955. Vol. 1: Beitrige aus Theorie und Praxis; pp. xi, 
396. Vol. 2: Beitrage zur Kulturgeschichte; Pp. ix, 397. 

Anyone interested in a panoramic view of Jungian activities in the past decade 
would be very likely to find it in these three tomes. This is not meant to imply 
that the task would be a simple one, or one that would not demand some previous 
preparation on the part of the reader. Within these pages, however, one would 
be exposed to the scholarly efforts of Jung himself and to most of the leading 
proponents of Analytical Psychology. 

The major concepts of his theoretical position were outlined by Jung many years 
ago. While they grew primarily out of his observations as a psychotherapist, his 
efforts in the later years of his life have been concerned with the documentation 
of these views by examining such diverse subject matters as mythology, religion, 
and alchemy. He finds mirrored in these several realms the archetypal process of 
individuation, the ultimate goal of psychic life. 

Mysterium Coniunctionis is a work in three parts dedicated to the task of examin- 
ing alchemy and its problems, not as a prelude to a scientific chemistry, but as a 
philosophy. The purpose, however, is not to add to the vast collection of esoteric 
works that appear on library shelves, but rather to relate the findings of such an 
investigation to the understanding of the more distant and universal aspects of man's 
unconscious. Part I, which is all that has been published thus far, deals with the 
specific problem, central to Jungian thought, of "opposites," their representation, 
personification, paradoxical nature, separation, and unification. Excursions are made 
into the symbolism of alchemy for the various forms that the opposites can take, 
for the substances from which they can emerge, and for the conditions under which 
they are differentiated and reunited. Parallels are drawn between the representa- 
tions found in the alchemical literature and those found in the mystical writings of 
the Gnosis, Cabbala, and the ritual of formal religion. This is done to substantiate 
the view that these little-regarded, abandoned literatures are nothing more than 
projections of man's collective unconscious and as such are veritable storehouses 
of knowledge about man's psychic life. 
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