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ICH AS THE HUES of a handwoven
serape, Mexico is a land of many
textures and traditions.

Machete-sharp mountain
ridges flank fertile valleys. Lush
tropical forests give way to unforgiving
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remains of their genius memorialize them
from Teotihuacan to Chichén Itz4, and the
rhythms of their speech still echo in the
languages of their descendants.

Spain invaded Mexico in 1519, destroying
the Aztec Empire and subjugating native

Inland at Cobd4, the pyramid of
Nohoch Mul rises 138 feet, one of the
tallest Maya structures. To the west,
Uxmal contains what many consider
the most beautiful examples of Maya

Rolling waves, jungle ruins, and
wildlife reserves lure visitors to
the Yucatin Peninsula. Flat terrain
underlaid by limestone, it is bordered
by more than 800 miles of coastline,

Ritual games on the Grear Ball
1 - Court honored the Hero Twins, marbled by lagoons, sandbars, and architecture.
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France gained a stronghold in 1864, estab- Codros Mind"é! ng %
Bay

lishing Maximilian, an Austrian archduke, "
as emperor. Occupation ended in 1867, :
after opposition forces pressured France to

world —set the northern coast ablaze
in late May when they gather near
Rio Lagartos.

Campeche retains seven fortresses
and portions of a wall built to ward

From the high-rise resort of Canciin
to the island of Cozumel, sunseekers
flock to the Caribbean's warm, clear
waters for windsurfing and snorkeling.

Perched on a chiff farther south are

The contrasts of the land are mirrored
in the people, who now number nearly 92
million. While many share an ancestry that
includes both indigenous groups and Span-
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and live in today’s folk art, dances, and milian, who was soon executed.

celebrations. Mexico has since survived dictatorship o Coral mets an;_i marine f:{fz show a
g . . L ! eidoscope of colors for divers in
Before Europeans arrived, the Maya, and more revolts on its way to becoming a amn it dbat s

politically stable nation—yet a recent upris-
ing of rebel groups in the southeastern state
of Chiapas is a sign that old conflicts persist.

Aztec, and others built enormous masonry
structures, perfected complex systems of
writing, and excelled in astronomy. The

Las Monjas
{The Mannery|

{The Church)

BAJA
CALLE

- : )

MEXICO’S
LANDSCAPE MOSAIC

Though most of Mexico consists of convoluted
mountain ridges and highlands, the terrain of
its 31 states shows marked differences.

The Yucatdn Peninsula flattens as it trails
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A carved Christ ascends fo
heaven in this portable aliar, |

probably displayed in a home
during Holy Week,
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\ SCENIC ROUTES
|FROM MEXICO CITY

 PICO DE ORIZABA VOLCAND

Skimming over calm waters,
sea kayakers venture into
coves and inlets on Tsla
Espiritu Santo unreachable

! by larger craft. -

B Acapulco The flower-draped city of
Cuernavaca is the first stop on this
route. Next comes Taxco's cobble-
stone streets, winding past countless
silver shops. Farther on lie the resorts

Strike out in any
direction for side trips
to the Gulf of Mexico, volcanoes,
Pacific beaches, historical towns, and
archaeological ruins.

A Huichol Indian creates
a decorative tabla from

M Trail to the Gulf At El Tajin the of Acapulco and Ixtapa. colored yarn pressed
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fian—comprising & wealth of archaco-  political profests. Just to the northeast embelitsh dhasiitce By ‘busiest seaport. Xalapa opens to views  struggle for independence began in

logical sites, colonial buildings, and
Museums.

Thousand-acre Chapultepec Park is
the public’s estate. Pathways lead to
the zoo, the Museum of Natural History,
and the National Museum of Anthro-
pology, whose collections and archi-
tecture make it one of the premier
museums of the world.

stand the ruins of the Templo Mayor,
ceremonial center of Tenochtitlan and tain. Return to Mexico City by
among the most important archaeo- L 3 P ) = v - A - ) ; " way of Puebla, where Talavera tiles
logical finds of this century. Workers e ey || AL apa b LS T Brbasn = “adorn the buildings.
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earnest in 1810. Curving roads lead to
the urban beauty of Guadalajara
through Mexican towns famous for
their handicrafts.

B Archaeology The Pyramid of the
Sun dominates the pre-Aztec city of
Teotihuacan. Ruins at the Toltec
capital of Tula center on several
stone figures that supported the roof
of a temple.

ico de Orizaba, Mexico’s highest
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Introduced by the Sp
the mermaid fernpiress

Cﬂ}fulxaul_iqui, Aztec gl_:}ddess of the € way to Oaxaca, where Mixtec and
moon. This led to the discovery of Eapotec Indians sell crafts at market.
some 6,000 artifacts now in the Tem- “ Volcanoes can also be seen from

plo Mayor museum next to the ruins. " ""Cuautla, famed for hot sulfur springs.
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